The Right Hon. Lord Bearsted
VERY few people realise it, but Lord Bearsted is  one   of   the   great men of   our day.    He has  counted  for  more, and  done  far  more,  than many Moquent   gentlemen who   fill   a   conspicuous place in\mr popular Press.
It"was\ynly in 1921, a little more than three years ago, that Sir Marcus Samuel was raised to the Peerage. He had Icfng been a leader in commercial life, so that this bestowal may have seemed a belated recognition. But his knighthood, which recalled a great service to the Navy, dated from 1898. His baronetcy, of civic origin, went back to 1903. The highest honour was appropriately timed. For it was stamped with the eventfulness of a period of history not yet closed—a period which still fires the mind with thoughts of Jfche strange accidents, the stranger deliverances, of a great world-war. And to some of these deliverances, Sir Marcus Samuel, now Lord Bearsted of Maidstone, contributed as much as many men whose names are better known.
His promotion, in the face of some evident disadvantages, was the fruit of many triumphs. It pointed to the originality, the vigilance, the perennial resourcefulness of a highly vitalised career.
He was welcomed to the red benches of the House of Lords by peers both spiritual and temporal.   Nor was the Press unkind even if it was not*specially well   informed.   Lord   Bearsted   of   " The   Mote" naw holds in Kent a possession which recalls the
9                                                 299